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AbstraC
The core areas of lndian cities present a unique case of survival and degradation co-existing. Once
dte pulse of Srinagar city, Ali Kadal-Maharai Ganj area strughs for its existence today. Ahhough the
historic urban structure of the city prevails, almost in its audrentic form; it lacks the putse it must have
had in medieval period, while it demonstrates potential for tourism with its heritage reserye.

This research derives traces from urban analytical sudies of the area to re-invent tftem for efiective
modem use. The design effort is to intervene least while r4grading the area to ia past glory. The finding
of dte whole Proc$s concludes to an undersanding drat it may not be restored to hs oridnal formag
the urban life can revolve around tourism, promotion of bcat arts and crafu and heritage and sugess
relevant design interventions. However, these need to be investigated for public and stakeholder's
opinions.
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(see Figure lA)' The river flows through the city of Srinagar right from its core in south ro north direcrion.The city grew along the linear-serpeniine spine of Jhelum in lhe centre. Hisrorically, this riverfront citygenerated a system of canals lo dewater the Jhelumri"* o*iog n-Jo" into thc surrounding lakes. Anetwort of can,ls connected Jhelum to Dal lake (sce Figurc lB).
This hydrology of inner city gave it an oppornrnity to be ratlrcr compelled to ulr€ wsrer as mainmedium of transport' in the absence of automobiles in iarlicr a"yr.-m" buildings wcre built right up rothe edge of the rivcr, giving them direct access from thc rivcr/canar. At some public enry points g,rorrand platforrrs were intoduced to give a sense of arrival from rhc river. Er"n intercity waler fansporrationfrom srinagar up to Baramulta existed, that catered to thc nctds of transporring goods and mercantile roand from this tading town.
The shatcgic location ofthe Kashmir valley atr9 th city of srinagar crosc ro thc historic silk route thatpassed throueh cental Asia proved vital for its rich anddivers" irl*r" and traditions (sce Figure 2).The route served as a means ofcarrying cultural trade among the civilizations along its network. variousarts and crafts also travelled from othei ancient civilizations-and ;A with the tocat traditions of thevalley' only to flourish the rich arts and crafls base in the valley. traiing and commerce of these craftsbecame the main economy of the valley, giving the city of d;rrg; * identity of a predominantlytnading town than an agro-based town.

Establishint the ConterG

'5hehr*Khos': The Old C.ore of Srinogor oN Jhelum River

The evolution of prescnt{ay old core of the city of Srinagar-th e shehr-i-Khas-starred from the rightbank of the Jhclum River (sec Figue 3). with the.*p.*iL of the city on the left bank of rhe river larcr,ernerged the need of bridges for convenicnt transport of goods and people across thc river. hina-Kadol(bridge) was built in the centre of Srinagar as rhe first permanent bridge over the Jhelum River. Six more
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Tombot Alit is a part of ancient settlements in Nashik rhe retdement houses cnfumen who are highlyskilled in making handmade copper rnd brass urensils by thcir tradicional technigues. The setttemenr is aliving heritage of the city due o-its unigue crah cuhureand tnditionar architccrure. Today. Tombots resufiering a sharp decrine in cnft, and hence architecure ir r;;;;;ed. This b meinty due to mpidchanges-in consumer preferences and taste, inadequ*e p"ti."y,i*."*cd prices of nw materials endunexPloited resources in the area. The article presenu challenges hced by Nashik rombotcrafumenfor handicraft survival' lt analyses stntegies to kcep pace with ?.r,,anang ,arket changes. The studyProPoses to Promote craft entrepreneurship and reiwcnation of old rombot Nthrough conserving a'spirit of place' with stront ldentity, making the arca-vibrenq eppcaling to tive in and visic
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2 Joumol of Heriuge Monogcment 2( I )

daily life in Maharashtra. Historically, the spread of Tambat craft in Maharashtra was also seen in Pune,
Dhule, Kolhapur, Satara, Sangli and to some extent in Ahmcdnagar and Thane distict. Thmbats and
Kosors were found in almost all towns of Satara district in the eighteenth century. But after the First
World War, the indusfy remained static for several years an the domination of intermcdiaries and poverty
of artisans came in the way of its development (Pathak, 1963). The old Gazetteer of Kolhapur recorded
that there were about 70 families of Tombas and Kasars in a few large towns of old Kolhapur state. But
owing to Iarge imports ofready-made vessels from Nashik, Pune, Rajapur, Satara and Shahapur, the craft
was not particularly prosperous in the district (Kolhapur Gazetteer, 1960). However, in spite of facing
many challenges and reduction in number of artisans, Tambat craft in Nashik, Pune and Dhule has
survived for several years.

Nashik being a pilgrim place with attractive river front is frequently visited by tourists. The copper
hsrdicrafts here have developed identity of their own. However, since last two deca&s, 7bn&at crafumen
are facing challenges for survival in terms of generating employment from generation to generation.
As a consequence, OId Tambat Ali which had around 100 artisans a decade ago has left with no artisans
today. Migration of young generations to jobs in other sectors leaving their native place has rcsulted in
least interest in maintaining haditional dwellings affecting raditional architecture in the area. Acclaimed
for its religious, cultural and historical heritage, Nashik holds an unrivalled significance amongst the
pilgrims from all corners of the world, thus offering substantial potentialfor Tambar crafl eatrepreneurship
opportunities for the generations ahead (Figure I ).

This article proposes a guideline to rejuvenate the diminishing traditional Tanbat crtff, intheir existing
location by promoting entr€preneunhip opportunities and un&rstanding of challenges faced by the
craftsmen.

Figure l. Location Map of Nashik City
llorrco: hrrg: from anrcrner
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The research was undertaken in three broad phases in Tambat settlements located in the state of
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Abstract
The core areas of lndian.cities present a unique case of survival and degradation co-existing. Once
the pulse of Srinlgrr city, Ali Kadal-Maharai Ganj area stru3gles for its existence today. Ahhough the
historic urtan structure of the city prevails, almost in its audrentic form; it lack the pulse it must have

had in medieval period, while it demonstrates potential for tourism with ia heriage reserye.
This research derives traces from urban analytical studies of the area to reinvent them for efiecdve

modem use- The design effon is to intervene least while upgradlrg dre area to its past glory. The finding
of the whole process concludes to an undersanding that it may not be restored to its original formaq
ttre urban life can revolve around tor.rrism, promotion of local arts and crafts and heritage and sugests
relevant design interventions. However, these need to be investigated for public and stakeholder's
opinions.
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