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REGIONALISM IN ARCHITECTURE
& GLOBALIZATION

VIJAYKUMAR B. PAWAR
Professor, D.Y.Patil School Of Architecture, Ambi, Pune

ABSTRACT

When we talk about architecture it is not only about buildings. But it's about the culture, economy, natural
& man-made resources, people and it's about the geographical location- Region.

So when we study architecture of various regions at least 100 years before, we can easily understand and
observe the impact of regional characters and specialties on architecture like Greek, Roman, Egyptian
landmark buildings.

During 1980- 90’s 23 developed countries like America, Britain, and Australia took lead for GATT
agreement / WTO and almost forced developing countries to accept the same.

They got a huge business market and we got a choice for variety of brands.

That's why in 1980's cars and bikes like Ambassador, Fiat, Rajdoot and Jawa

were traditional brands on Indian roads but today we have brands like BMW, Mercedes and other
upscale cars, bikes sharing our roads.

Is it the only side of globalization2 Answer is No.

It impacted each & every corner of our life and fields including Architecture.

The focus of this study is to explore the impact of such globalization on Indian architecture, killed the
regional touch/ character of architecture in our country and also worldwide.

Keywords: Architecture, Characters, Globalization, Impact, Regionalism.

1. INTRODUCTION: REGIONALISM & GLOBALISATION

An approach to architecture that strives to counter the specific location or region and which has no
fascination for International styles called as regionalism in Architecture. This type of architecture also
rejects individualism and ornamentation of Post modern Architecture. It is a progressive approach to
design that seeks to mediate between the global and the local languages of architecture.

Fig 1: Coliseum at Roma ltaly Fig 2: &FS BKC Mumbai

Vernacular Architecture, which is also called as Architecture without Architects.

It refers to the buildings made by local tradesmen; regional architecture closely follows the developments
of vernacular Architecture, but incorporates modern building materials and technologies. The Climate is
very important element, which plays a very important role in regionalism.

Regionalism when leads to Critical regionalism, it hold that, both modern and post-modern architecture

are "deeply problematic".
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